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Charge them that are rich in this World, that 
they be not bigh minded, nor truſt in un- 
certain Riches, but in the living God, who 
giveth us richly all Things to enjoy: That 
they do Good, that they be rich in good 
Works, ready to difiribute, willing to com- 
municate. Laying up in ſtore for them- 
ſelves 4 good Foundation for the time to 
come, that they may lay hold on eternal Life. 


T H E Apoſtle Paul calls Timothy, his own 


Son in the Faith ; intimating, that how 
| many ſoever his Tutors might have 
been, it waz he who had begotten him. His 
Grandmother Lois, and his Mother Eunice, had 
done their Parts towards forming his Mind aright ; 
'tis therefore obſeryed of him, that from a Child 
he had known the Holy Scriptures. When it was, 
that he firſt became this great Man's Diſciple, 
does not appear. It is plain he was with him at 
Antioch and Iconium ; places which Saul viſited 
before he came to Lyra, where he circumciſed 
Timothy. He was afterward treated as a Com- 
panion by his Maſter ; ſent on ſeveral important 
Meſſages ; and employed in Work moſt arduous 
and difficult while a young Man. They had 

been together in many Places, at length the A- 
48 n | poſtle 


| : an Example of holy Living, and conſtantly to 
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poſtle entreats his Favourite 7; 3 to abide 
for ſome time at Epheſus, He was there to do the 
Work of an Evangeliſt, in ſettling the Churches 
newly planted :* And daring his ſtay here, Paul 
wrote {rom Macedonia, this firſt Epiſtle to him. 

The Deſign of this Letter was to fortify Zimo- 
thy againſt ſuch Diſcouragements as were likel 
to Wear. his being faithful; and direct him in the 
Diſcharge of his Office. Here are particular In- 
RrruAions as to his Preaching, Praying, Govern- 
ing the Church. In fine, we haye here the moſt 
compleat and perfect Directory, as to the Duties 
of the miniſterial Office, that is to be met with 
any where in the ſacred Writings. . 

'The Chapter where my Text lies (which ctoſ- 
eth what the Apoſtle thought needful to commu- 
nicate at this Time) treats of the Duty of Ser- 
vants; deſcribes falſe Teachers, commanding us to 
avoid "them; exhorts to Godlingſi; urges to Con- 
tent ment; enlarging upon the Sin and Danger of 
a covetous Spirit. It mentions ſeveral chriſtian 
and paſtoral Vertues, and preſſes them with 
the utmoſt Solemnity; adjuring Timothy to be 


recommend practical Religion to others, as he 
wiſhed to be approved of Chriſt, at his coming. 
So beautiful, nay eſſential a Branch of this Holi- 
neſs, did the Apoſtle eſteem Acts of Charity, du- 
ly qualified, to be, that he beſtows a diſtinct Pa- 


ragraph upon this Article, in the three Verſes I 
ha ve read: Charge them that are rich, &c. 


In theſe Words we may obſerve the following 
Particulars, worthy of a diſtinct Conſide ration. 
| | ; eie 
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L Here is a Duty which Timothy has it in Com-. 


miſſion to preach, Where he was called to mi- 
niſter. This is referred to, under the Terms, 
diſtribute, and communicate. , 
II. Here is a further Explanation of the Duty, 
from ſeveral ſpecified Qualification which 
muſt attend it. v. g. We are to diſtribute, and 
communicate, readily, willingly, and to be rich 
(or abundant) in ſuch Acts of Beneficence. _ 
III. Here is a variety of Arguments to engage us 
in the practice of this Duty; viz. ſuch Acts of 
Charity are good Works; they ſhew our Faith 
in God; we are Debtors to him for the Diffe- 
rence between us, and our poor Brethren. Thus 
we make Friends of the Mammon of Un- 
righteouſneſs, that upon theſe failing us, we 
may be received into everlaſting Habitations. 
The Force and Propriety, of the Reaſons will 
be opened to you in the Sequel of this Diſcourſe. 
I. We are to conſider, in a general Way, the 
Duty which 7imothy was commiſſioned to preach, 
where he was called to miniſter. This is con- 
tained under the Terms diſtribute, and communi- 
cate, When I remind you that it is the Rich of this 
World whom he was to teach this Leſſon, z. e. ſuch 
as had enough of its uncertain Riches, to put it 
in their Power to help others, this fixes and de- 


termines the Senſe of the Expreſſions; ſhews the 


Diſtribution, and Communicating mentioned, do 
reſpect ſuch Things as the Poor want, and the 


Rich can ſpare. And this Apoſtle uſually ma- 


king choice of a Style ſuited to the Things of 
which he ſpeaks, either as expedient only, or as 


neceſ- 
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L. 1 
2 it is not to be ſuppoſed that he would 
Ke livered "himſelf in Language ſo very 
ſtrong, as that of Timot hy's charging this on his 
Hearers, were the Thing charged in its own Na- 


ture ind? ferent ; what might be done, or left un. 
done, without Sin. 


Nor Was this Duty topical only, and temporary, 


calculated for ſuch a articular Place, and obli. 
| gory but for a certain Seaſon, and then its Ob. 


igation to ceaſe. No, it binds all Men who are 
capable of it; who hear the, Goſpel, and are in 
a Capacity for yielding Obedience to this Part of 
God's known Will: it will do fo to the end of 
Time. Our Lord has told us, that the Poor we 
ſhall have always with us; and for this Reaſon, 
our Charity muſt never ceaſe. Love to God, 
and to our Neighbours, are an Abridgment of 
the whole Law. 'The moral Law, in which is 
eternal Truth, and Reaſonableneſs, that is in- 
diſpenſible, univerſally, and perpetually bind- 
ing. But then, this Loye muſt be operative and 
practical: I Ig not a fulfilling this royal Law, 
according. to the Scripture, if. a Brother or Si er 
be naked, and dgſtitute of daily Food, and we ſay to 
them, depart j in Peace, be ye warmed, and filled, 
while we Lide them not thoſe Things which are 


_needfu 7 the Body. It was for another kind of 


Liberality, the 45 Profeſſors of our Religion, as 
Chriſtians, were famous, of whom we read, that 
all who believed were together, and had all 


Things in common; none lacked, for as many 


as were Poſſeſſors of Lands, or Houſes, ſold them, 


and brought the price of the Things Told, and 


* James iis 15, 16, Diftri 1 


421 


Diſtribution was made unto every Man accord- 
ing as he had need. Chriſt came not to deſtroy 
the Law, but to fulfil it; this having Things in 
common, therefore, was not required of theſe Pro- 
ſelytes: Nor is their Example what obliges our 
Imitation; for this would be deſtroying the Law 
in part, a vacating the eighth Command in parti- 

cular; ſince where there is no Property, there can 
be no Theft. I take the Deſign of the Hiſtorian 
to be, a tranſmitting to after Ages, the Mem 
of that extraordinary © charitable Diſpoſition, 
which prevailed in theſe new Converts; and per- 
haps, to let us fee that the poor Man's Wants 
are | the fitteſt Meaſure of our Bounty to him. 
This however is evident, that ſoft Words are not 
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alone, ſo Charity ſuppoſes our diftributing and 
communicating, when we haye Ability, and Op- 
portunity to all, eſpecially to them ho are = 
the Houſhold of Faith. 


— 1 * ta 


mn 
— 


be circumſlantiali evil. It is therefore of Con- 
ſequence to enquire, 

Il How our Charities are tobe qualified, would 
we be accepted with God, in what we do. This is 
the grand Point, which as Chriſtians we ſhould 
be ambitious to ſecure in every Article of Obe- 
diene; for that Service is loſt, in a very pro 
Senſe, which he diſapproves. The Apoſtle leads 
us to two Things, which muſt be guarded againſt, 


6" wil wh 
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cence and Charity. We muſt not do them grudg- 
ingly, nor ſparingly ; ; not with an z// Wil, neither 
With 
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Goſpel Charity ; and that as Faith is dead when 


The ſame thing that is materially Fa may | 


if we would not thus miſcarry in Acts of Benefi- 


r 
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2 J. 
with 222 Hand. Ye muſt be ready to diſtri. 
bute, ays he, and willing to communicate; for- 
ward to ſuch good Works, for God loves a 
chearful Giver: And as liberal Men ye muſt * 
viſe liberal Things; be rich in good * 
well as ready to them. 
1 hay” our Charities are duly qualified, they are 
What flow from a willing Mind. Some 

Me. are like the unjuſt Judge, what of this ſort 
they do, is torn from them thro? the dint of Im- 
portunity ; neither Love to God, nor their Neigh- 
bour, have the leaſt Influence to open their 
Hearts, or Hands. Of ſuch it may ſaid, that did 
they give all their Goods to the Poor, and: their 
Bodies to be burned, they want Charity. The 
Widow's Mite was therefore the largeſt Sum caſt 
into the Treaſury, becauſe God accepts accord- 
ing to what a Man has, and not according to 
What he has not, where there is a willing Mind. 
This is one of the good Things he' has ſhewn to 
Man, and required of him, that he ſhould | ove 
Mercy =; *,; and as he has freely received, he ſhould 
freely give: And whoſoever hath this World's 
Goods, and ſeeing his Brother in need, ſhuts up 
his Bowels of Compaſſion ſrom him, the Love of 
God cannot dwell in him. We are not only to 
-ſhew Mercy, but to love it; and if our Hearts 
are hardened againſt our Brother, we fail in a 
main Part, tho our Hands miniſter to his Ne- 
1 Bine. 

A good Man ſhould remember the Words of 
-our Lord Jeſus; how he a, ee it is more 0 
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kd to give than to receive; And: there are thoſe 
whom bis Love and Example ſo far; conſtrain, 
that the moſt Diſtreſſed feel not a larger Pleaſure 
in the ſupply of their Wants, than they have done 
in feeding the Hungry, and cloathing the Naked; 
or preventing Things coming to this Extremity 
with their fellow Creatures, and fellow Chriſti- 
ans, which is not a leſs noble Inſtance of Charity. 
The Grace of God doth regulate and improve, it 
does not deftroy our natural Tempers. Some 
Men are born with a Largeneſ$:of Mind; it is 10 
far from bring a Force upon them, to ſhew | 
general good Will to Mankind, that they muſt 
offer Violence to themſelves in not doing ſo: But 
whereſoe ver God has transformed a Man, by the 
rene wing of his Mind, that Perſon is hereby de- 


tetmined 1Griinubvor ial Obedience; Faith and 


Love are his governing Principles; and as far as 
he acts conſiſtently with himſelf, and under the 
Influence of the Grace of God, be he never ſo 
cloſe and narrow, he will be ready on fit Ocea- 
ſions to diſtribite, and willing to communicate; 
i. e. he cannot' but with \Chearfulnels do, - what 
God has made it his Duty to do. God s a Spi- 
rit, and requires ſpiritual Worſhip, In the good 
Things we do there fore, he keeps his Eye upon 
our Hearts; where theſe are abſent, the! moſt 
pompous Sacrifices are vain Oblations. Let us 
bring this to the Caſe before us: The Man whole 
Money is extorted as it Were, however moving 
the Call to his Charity, dats God to the Mifgth 
ble whom he relieves; but Jokes all the Advans 

tage which might otherwiſe accrue ſtom itite 


r B dimſelf. 


[wo] 
Himſelf, We muſt not only do what God te- 
quires, but as he commands it, if we would look 
for his Approbation; and put in for the Comfort 
which ariſes from a Reflection 1 Obedience 
that is hearty and ſincere. 
ad. As we ſhould be ready to ſach good 
Works, we ſhould- likewiſe be rich in them. 

I mentioned before, God's accepting according 
to what a Man has, if there be a willing Mind; 
but then it is ſuppoſed that he is ready to glori- 
fy God in Proportion to what he has. A pair of 
Turtles may expreſs as much Affection, Duty, 
Zeal for Gd! iti the Offerer, as whole Hecatoms: 
But if the Nature of the Caſe we are called to 
encourage requires it, and our Circumſtances in 
Liſe will allow of our giving more than a Cup of 
cold Water, to the indigent Creature or Diſeiple, 
then acting within that Compaſs, which would 
be Charity in another, is not ſufficient to give 
us a Claim to the Character of charitable. 
Some Men whom we cannot call backward to 
ſuch Services, are yet ſo far from imitating that 
God who gives liberally, that altho' they wal- 
10% in the Fulneſs of this World's Goods, and 
need more Barns where to beſtow their Jncreaſe, 
they are really fearful of acting with Generoſity 
of Mind, as if what: they lent tothe Lord, was 
not only loſt, but would prove as a Moth, 
Ruſt, Canker, to eat up what was behind. It 
is true, that we ſhould be juſt as well as chari- 
table. He ho builds Hoſpitals upon the Beg- 

gary of his Family, or Plunder of his Neigh- 
var offering Oey" for Sacrifice muſt gx 

hate 
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Tat of the Lotd; but it may be affirmed with⸗ 
out Hazard, Ain hne Mens Care for their Fa- 
milies (the moſt:ptaubble Excuſe ſor ſtrait- hand- 
edneſs in Acts of Charity) is little better than 
downright Infidelity: They will pretend to 
truſt God with their Souls, Who will not truſt 
him with their Purſe; and one Reaſon Why ma- 
ny leave no more when they die, is their having 
done ſo little while they live. They die poor, 
becauſe afraid of being rich in good Works. 
God has puniſhed their Diſtruſt of him with a 
Blaſt; they have ſown and watered, and the 
Harveſt: proved but a few thin Ears; for it is he 
that returns the Bread multiplied, which for 
many Days has been caſt upon the Waters; ſo 
many that an Eye of Senſe would judge it to 
have been loſt there. 

He who is a thorough Chriſtian aan God 
as the Proprietor, of what he is, and has; knows 
that it is his Duty with his - Subſtance, as well 
as with his Body, and Soul, which are the 
Lord's, to glorify him. He dares not offer the 
lame and blind when there is a Male in the 
Flock; but lays by as God bleſſes him, ho- 
nouring him with the firſt Fruits of his Increaſe, 
L think that no Man has a Right to determine 
how high our Liberality - maſt reach, to acquit 
ourſelyes in this Matter as Chriſtians : The Scrip- 
tures have not as to us however, been thus parti- 
cular; but this is a Rule may be laid down with- 
out Injury to any Man's Liberty, that the Ur- 
gency of the Caſe, the Importance of it, and 
the — or Fer of the W 
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ſettle the Meaſure of acting. 


Iwould be tons 
der of ſaying, that Man was it the wrong, who 
on certain Occaſions Has ven ſtraightened him- 
ſelf, to keep another from being miſerable; or 
to relieve him when actually fo. I be Apoſtle 
records it to the Honour of the Believers at Co- 
rinib, thati their deep Poverty abounded to the 
Riches of their Liberality; for to their Power, 
and beyond their Power, they were: willing. 

The Way thus ſar prepared, we proceed 

III. To take a View of the Arguments, by 
which: the Practice of the Duty we have been 
explaining, is urged upon us. They are well 
choſen; have an obvious Aptitude, ' and Pro- 
priety, to ſtrike a ſerious Mind, and leave up- 
on it the intended Impreſſions. Charge them 
to be chearful, and abundant, in the omen of 
Charity; for * 23 Of 

1} Thele are poo! Works t. That they do 
Good; that they be rich in gcod Works, ready to 
ai iNribute; willing to Communicate, Of Tabitha, 
or Dorcas, it is ſaid, that ſhe' was a Woman full 
of good Works, and Alms- Deeds: The Widows 
ſtood hy Peter when ſhe was deceaſed weeping, 
andſhewing the Coats ſhe had made while with 
them. The Redeemed of the Lord are a pe- 
culiar People, zealous of - good Works; i. e. of 
Acts of Picty toward God, and Acts of Charity 
toward their Neighbours. As the Chriſtian's Obe- 
dience is fincere, ſo it is impartial; the ſame 
Mind being in him, that was in Chriſt Jeſus: He 
endeavours to read in his _ and to walk 
Inne Flid fi x; BAL 14 Jeven 


* Cor. vili. 2, 3.118 ve. df this Chap. || 4&s xix. 36, 39- 


Fry 
even as he walked; to copy after his munifls! 
cent and ſympathizing Temper, of whom it is 
ſaid, that in all our Afflictions he was afflicted; 
that he bore our Sorrows and Griefs, whoſe 
firſt Appearance in our World (as the Word 
made Fleſh) was thus introduced by the An- 
gels of Light, who gave the Notice of his 
coming, Peace on Earth, and good Will to- 
wurd Menn 38 JUS $4.13 DOE 
Can it be difficult to apprehend, how fitly 
fuch are called good Works, which beſpeak our 
Conformity to his Example, who went about 
doing Good? Our Obedience to his Will, who 
has charged us that to communicate we forget 
not 7 that credit Religion? are Evidences of 
our Faith, and Love unfeigned ? and by which 
the Bleſſings of thoſe, who were ready to pe- 
riſh, came upon us? . 10595 
- How fit an Argument is this, to work upon 
an ingenuous Mind ? Am I as a Chriſtian, to be 
furniſhed to every good Work e then it is no 
longer in my Option, whether to do this, 5 
or forbear it. The Thing is not expedient N 
only, but neceſſary; it cannot be indifferent, 
it muſt be Duty, conſequently the Omiſſion of 
it, Sin. I am bound to defend the Poor and 
Fatherleſs; to relieve the Poor and Needy, as 
would not be found a Rebel againſt the hieh- 
eſt Authority; or except againſt what may be A 
reckoned the weightier Matters of the Law. 

Jo fall in with every Call of Providence to be 
uſeful and helpful to others ; whether the Cha- 
my is of a more contraſted and private Na- 
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dure; or of. 4, more publick and extenſive 


Kind; whether it reſpects this, or that Man 
only; or one, wherein the Spread and Encou- 
ragement of the Goſpel is concerned; the ear- 
ly modelling, and framing aright tender Minds 
in; theſe Schools, which are deſigned as Semina- 
ries for the Church; and to turn young ones, 
for an honeſt and vertuous Behaviour, in civil 
and ſocial Life. This is a faithful Saying, 
theſe Things Iwill that you conſtantly affirm 
(lays Paul to Titus) that they which have be- 
lieved in God, might be careful to maintain 
good Works: What theſe are, is explained in 
the following Words, vis. Things good and 
profitable to Men.“ We are to conſider one 
another, to provoke one another to Love, and 
to theſe good Works; ſince thus, inſtead of 


8 being ſpoken againſt, as merely ſpeculative 


and theoretical Chriſtians, they who behold 
us will glorify God in the Day of Viſitation. 

But a Duty fo. eſſential, and ornamental to 
Chriſtianity, -.may be urged, by other Argu- 


ments. We are ſupplied with other in the 


Text: We may produce this 
a2. That the Largeneſs of Mind, and O- 
penneſs of Hand, recommended to Chriſtians, 
are made Evidences of their Faith in God. Their 
Faith in his being, that be it; their Faith in- his 
.remunerative Goodneſs, that he is a Rewarder. 


By thus inverting the Order of the Words, and 
it will not diſturb their Senſe, the Remark 


will be ſufficiently vindicated. e. g. They who 
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wh. ; 
do good, who are ready to diſtribute, and wil- 
ling to communicate, ' truſt not in their uncer- 
tain Riches, bur they truſt in the living God. 
They make not Gold their Hope, nor ſay to the 
fine Gold, thou art our Confidence: As they 
look not for their Portion in this Life, they 
do not lay up to themſelves Treaſures 
Earth. The juſt Man lives by Faith, which 
he who well knew its Nature defined thus, it 
is the Subſtance of Things hoped for, and the 
Evidence of Things not ſeen : He parts with a 
preſent. Good, upon the Proſpect of ſomething 
better in Reverſion. God's Promiſe is an abun- 
dant Security, for ſuch as know his Name will 
put their Truſt in him; and he grows not weary 
of well; doing, believing that he ſhall | reap, 
if he faints not. He knows that in giving to 
the Poor, he lendeth to the Lord, and that he 
will repay him; that the Man who mocketh 
the Poor, reptoacheth his Maker; and he who 
is glad ar Calamities thall not be unpunithed. 
© Should it be ſaid, there is little or no Proof 
of his Truſt in God, when a rich Man diſtri- 
buteth out of his Abundance; for admitting 
that he giveth largely, yet he has always e- 
nough behind to ſecure him againſt the fear of 
Poverty; and the Charge in the Text is di- 
rected to ſuch as are rich in this World: : - 
LI anſwer. By the Rich (as was hinted before) 
we are not obliged to underſtand thoſe only, 
who ride upon the high Places of the Earth, 
and who feed on the fineſt of the Wheat 
but we may conceive of it, as including thoſe 


re 16 J. 


in whoſe Power it is to — an helping Hand 
in the Affair of Charity, though in a much 
lower State than the fitſt; — this ſtretches 
the Term to a large Compaſs; tor to whom 


almoſt, may not this be applied, in a larger or 
leſs Degree e It is from a lively Faith in the 
Offerer, that his moſt liberal Alms Deeds come 
up us a Memorial before God; without Faith, 
it is impoſſible to pleaſe him. Now his Abun- 
dance börbids not — Man's believing Re- 
gards to God, as one moſt fit to appoint Du- 
ty, and fully qualified to reward it. It may 
ſometimes be our Duty to give, when we have 
but little to ſpare; cannot well want what we 
beſtow, having no immediately viſible Proſpect 
of a Recruit- The Widow is applauded, who | 
of her Want did caſt in all that ſhe had, even all 
her Living. his is being ſtrong in Faith in- 
deed, when à Conviction of Duty does cauſe 
us in „to believe againſt ; and it 
may be, that truſting of God, in their Acts of 
Charity, is eminently found among thoſe Wor- 
thies, who tho among the Poor of this World, 
are rich in Faith, and emulous emen a 
mong the richeſt in good Works. 
Well, let us examine the Streng th of this 
Ae er Do ! believe (ſays the Chriltian) 
that the Eye of God is upon med that he ob- 
ſerves, whether with a; willing or reluctant 
Mind 1 give at his Call ? whether with a li- 
betality ſuitable to the Caſe, and my Condi- 
tion? or 1 mag mine pat and diſpro- 
S9lods tubes 0 9% Y! / portioned 
111 * Mark X11, 7 | 


[ 17 ] 
portioned 7 that he now looks ons» 
to ſee how far his Commands have Influ- 
ence, his Promiſes encourage? how far my 
Faith catries me, and where I refuſe to truſt 
even God himſelf? Can we ſuppoſe that the 
Chriſtian, to whom the Affair appears in this 
Light, will want an Heart to give freely, 
and bountifully too? that he won't embrace 
the Occaſion gladly, to ſhew his Faith, b 
his Works e that he is not a ſounding Braſs, 
and tinckling Cymbal? zealous for the Form, 
while careleſs of the Power of Godlineſs? 
zah. We go on to another Argument, 
which ſhall be this; we are urged to the 
Practice of this Duty, from the Conſideration 
of our being wholly indebted to Providence, 
for the Inequality in Circumſtances, between 
us and our pooreſt Brgthren. He is high- 
minded, 4. d. who does not acknowledge as 
to the living God, that it is he who giveth 
us all Things richly to enjoy. He is the 
Maker of all made Things; his therefore are 
the Worlds, and all the Fulneſs of them; 
and as ſovereign Lord, and abſolute Proprie- 
tor, he divides to every Man, ſeverally as 
he willeth : Unto one he gives five Talents, 
to another two, and to another one ; to eve- 
ry Man according to his ſeveral Ability“. 
Upon the renewal of the Promiſe to the 
Iſraelites, in reference to their entring upon 
the Land of Canaan to poſſeſs it, God faw 
it meet to give them thiſ Caution; beware, 
CE +> C ſays 


* Mat. XXV. 15. 
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lays he, that ye forget not the Lord your 
God; that when ye have eaten and are full, 
have builded goodly _ Houſes, and dwell 
therein; when your Herds and Flocks multi- 
ply ; your Silver and Gold, and all that ye 
have is multiplied, your Heart be lifted up, 
and ye lay (any of ye ſay) my Power, and 
the Might of mine Hand hath gotten me this 
Wealth; thou ſhalt remember the Lord thy 
God,for it is he that giveth thee Power to get 
Wealth“. The Race is not always to the Swift, 
the Battle to the Strong, Bread to the Wile, 
Riches to Men of Underſtanding, nor yet 
Favour to Men of Skill; but Time and 
Chance happeneth to them all. There is no- 
thing cometh to paſs, which God's Hand and 
Council have not before determined. When 
he wills, nothing ſhall let. Therefore Mat- 
ters do often take a Turn, not only leſs a- 
greeable to the ſeemingly natural Connection 
of Things; but quite different from what, 
upon merely rational Principles, we might 
expect; to convince us that all Events are 
under a divine Superintendency, and the 
Diſpoſal Nen is from the Lord. Now 
the Argument turns bere, the Rich of this 


World are but Stewards of the manifold 
Grace of God; and it is required in Stew- 
ards, that a Man be found faithful; that he 
lays out what is intruſted to his Care, ſo as 
to give a Tate Account of his Stewardſhip, 
all be no longer Steward. It is 

| x my 


when he 


* Dent. viii. from the 11th to 19th, 


it hath ſeemed good in thy Sight. By. their 
. Months, God calleth upon me to diſtribute ; 
by their Hands receiveth a Part of the large 
Stock intruſted to my Care. I am ſure, a 
Man truly good, will no more be. backward 
to theſe good Offices, while under a due Im- 
preſſion from this Argument, than he will 
dare to diſpute with his Maker, or wage 
War with Heaven. It matters but little 
(will ſuch an one ſay) whether I have the 
Part of a Prince, or of a Peaſant to act; 
the main Buſineſs is to acquit myſelf well, 
as one who ſets God continually before me, 
and lives in the belief of a Providence, and 
a Judgment to came. The more God has 
committed to me, the more does he righte- 
oully require from me. It is my Duty to 
be active, uſeful, fruitful, faithful; that 1 
may at length give up mine Account with 
Joy, and not with Grief ; that I may have 
Confidence before Chriſt my Judge, and nei- 
ther be aſhamed, nor afraid at his coming. 
But this Thought may be further purſued 

under the 1 
4th. Head of Arguments, which is this; 
the Chriſtian does in this Way lay up a good 
C 2 Foun- 
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Foundation againſt the Time to come, when 
he ſhall lay hold of eternal Life. It is a 
wretched Abuſe of the Doctrine of good 
Works, when Men are taught to truſt in 
them, or to depend upon them, as merito- 
rious of the divine Favour; or their juſtifying 
Righteouſneſs before God. Does a Maſter 
thank his Servant, becauſe he did the T hings 
which were commanded him? (ſays our Lord) 
I trow not. So likewiſe ye, applying this to 
his Diſciples, and to all who to the end of 
the World ſhould believe in him thro' their 
Word, when ye have done all theſe Things 
which were commanded you, ſay we are un- 
profitable Servants ; we have done that which 
was our Duty to do*. It is not by Works 
of Righteouſneſs which we have done, but 
of his Mercy that he ſaveth us; boaſting on 
that Foot ſhall be for ever excluded; and ſuch 
as glory, glory in the Lord alone. 

But the Advantage ariſing from an Exem- 
plarineſs in this Article of Duty, may be 
great, though we do not pretend to make 
God our Debtor; or merit by returning at 
his Call, even a large Proportion of what be 
has freely given us. The wiſeſt of mere Men 


was of this Mind, when he adviſed the giv-. 


ing a Portion to ſeven, and alſo to eight, for 
that we knew not what Evil ſhould be upon 
the Earth. He thought this was a Way to 
entail a Bleſſing upon what was behind ; and 
to have the Lord deliver us in the Day of 

es Trouble. 


1 Luke xvii. 9, 10. N 
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Trouble. Every Inſtance of hearty and fin- 
cere Obedience yields Pleaſure upon the Re- 
flection. Acts of generous Charity, as the 
Evidences of a Faith, working by Love, are 
Matter of our rejoicing, and contribute not 
a little towards our being privileged with 
that Peace of God, which paſſeth all Under- 
ſtanding. 

Nay, we are exhorted by a patient Con- 
tinuance in well doing, to look for Glory, 
Honour, Immortality, and eternal Life; are 
told, that God will not be unfaithful to forget 
our Work, and Labour of Love, in that we 
have miniſter'd, and do miniſter : And how 
ſignificant the Remembrance which ſhall be 
had of theſe Services in the next World, our 
Lord himſelf informs us. He preſents us 
with a general Plan of the laſt Judgment, 
telling us, that as to good Men, the Caſe 
will proceed thus ; the King {hall — to them 
on the right Hand, Come ye Bleſſed of my 
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you, 
from the Foundation of the World; for I 
was an hungered, and ye gave me Meat; I 
was thirſty, and ye gave me Drink ; I was a 
Stranger, and ye took me in ; naked, and 
ye cloathed me; I was fick, and ye viſited 
me; I was in Priſon, and ye came unto me. 
Inaſmuch as ye have done theſe Things to 
one of the leaſt of my Brethren, ye have 
done them unto me“. In the Judgment every 
Man ſhall receive according to his Works : 


| God 
* Mat. xxv. from the 34th. 
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God will crown his own Grace, in their Glo- 
rification who have endured to the End; and 
been faithful unto Death; and then ſhall 
they fully underſtand the Meaning of theſe 
Words, bleſſed are the Merciful, for they ſhall 
obtain Mercy. 

The Task will be eaſy, in ſhewing you 
the Beauty and Force of this Argument. 


Would you have the Bleſſing of. God, on 


your Basket and Store ? the Teſtimony of a 
good Conſcience; both living and dying, to be 
your Rejoicing? ſhew yourſelves Patterns of 
good Works. Would you in the next World, 
have this Commendation from him, who 
mall judge both the Quick and the Dead, 
well done, good and faithful Servants? ye 
have been faithful over a few Things, and I 
will make you Rulers over many Things, en- 
ter ye into the Joy of your Lord ? Boggle 
not at any. Duty however difficult or expen- 
ſive ; glorify his Name upon Earth ; do the 
Work he has given you to do; be hearty in 
maintaining his Goſpel; tender hearted, and 
pitiful to his Poor; lay yourſelves out to 
{ſpread the Savonr of his Knowledge in every 
Place, where you have any Influence. A 


Faith thus productive of good Works, is a 


Faith of the Operation of God; and when 
you receive the End of it, as his free Gift to 
you, it will be the Salvation of your Souls. 
-. Poſſibly more Arguments to the Practice 
of this Duty, may be found in the Text: 
Theſe which I have mentioned, ſeemed to 
me 


a n 


[23] 

me the moſt obvious. If God is. pleaſed to 
ſet them home on Conſcience, they will an- 
ſwer my Deſign, which was to encourage the 
benevolent Temper, which will make you 
public k Bleſſings ; and that Fidelity to your 
Truſt, which ſhall be remembered with Ho- 
nour, when God's Approbation moſt deſirea- 
ble ; his Smile worth a thouſand Worlds. 

It now remains that we apply this Diſcourſe | 
in a practical Way. 

What has been ſaid, ſhould faſten aCon- 
cidion of Guilt upon ſuch who calling them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, are yet habitually eſtranged 
from this Branch of practical Religion. There 
are too many of theſe, whoſe Chriſtianity. is 
all at their Tongue's End, who wear Chriſt's 
Livery, and yet are Men of this World; 
they like a Religion that will coſt them no- 
thing : But ſhould Chriſt himſelf ſay to them, 
as he ſaid to the hopeful Youth in the Goſ- 
pel, ſell what ye have, give to the Poor, and 
ye ſhall have Treaſure in Heaven, like him, 
they would go away ſorrowful, as tho' Pol- 
ſeſſions on Earth were fooliſhly exchanged for 
diſtant, inviſible, reverſionary Glory. Whoever 
theſe Men are, however dignified or diſtin- 
guiſhed, whether they will hear, or whether 
they will forbear, Miniſters are to charge this 
upon them in God's Name, as a Sin for 
which they ſhall be accountable to him. Theſe 

are Clouds without Water; they are Trees 

without Fruit; Spots in our Feaſts; a Re- 

proach to the Name which is named Nang 
them 


them; they are a Grief to good Men, and 
the unhappy Occaſions of confirming wicked 
ones in their Impiety. An uncharitable Chri- 
ſtian, is a palpable Contradiction. Such 
would do well to quit his Name, who are 
reſolved to walk ſo contrary to the Example 
which the Redeemer has ſet them. 8 
zdh. The beſt of us ſhould be quickened 

in our Duty, by what we have heard, and 
made more abundant in this Work of the 
Lord. How many Opportunities have ſlipt 
the moſt generous, and liberal minded 2 how 
many more in which our Works have not been 
found perfect, or filled up*, before God We 
have either failed as to the Readineſs which 
was our Duty, or the Largeneſs which was in 
the Power of our Hands. How ſoon will the 
Seaſon be over of imitating God in this In- 
ſtance e There are no miſerable Objects above, 
Earth and Hell are the only Seats of Sorrow ; 
and your Salvation, Chriſtians, is every Day 
nearer. Suffer me to lodge this Appeal with 
you ; have you ever miſt what you freely 
gave, upon right Principles, and to a right 
End, to the Service of God? have you been 
ever the nearer Want, for your Liberality on 
this Score ? do you think that when dying it 
will diſturb you to remember your having 
giving ſo much, upon this, or t'other impor- 
tant moving Occaſion ? or if you have Uneaſi- 
neſs on the review of this Part of Life, is it not 
more likely it will ariſe froma * 
. Of nels 
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'& Yop 4. 2 b uch the 
tes te Fop He ects, An ren on 
Geeifns ety ind MO 
jans, 0 of, in" God's ame, 

work Pi 50 ears le, te 600 eligion; ey 

0 e ; full of gpod Fruits to Mo ew 
foi 'dYyifig, and after Death. Do the 
6000 vou 22 chile Workin Time laſts, .the 
Night cottſeth When no Man can Work. ot? 
employ f ourtelves, as you would wiſk to to b 
found doing at the apptbach of your Lord, 5 
will bring every Work into Judgment, "and 
every fecret Thing, whether it be good, or whe- 
ther it be evil. And having endeayoured to 
Walk in all his Ordinances, and Cotymandments 
blatneleſs, through the various Stages of Life, 
look to the Mercy of the Lord Te Je c for 
eternal Life. Value your good. Works, as, the) 
juſtify your Faith, beſpeak your” h Pee NY 
fection to the blefſed God, and Deyotegnels to 
his Wilt; but renounce them with Abhorr ence, 
as far 40 Rien or Devils would temp t pt you to be 
EN of them: for other Foundation can no 

lay, than what is laid, even Chi ſt Jeſus. 
880 our Perſons and Sefvices Keele accepta- 
wi thrbiigh, tis beloved Son, Ve Know theſe 
Thing 8, and happy ſhalt ye be, if c do them. 

Before F conclude, let me tell. x u, there is 
a Caſe. I have to mention, the e 
which to your charitable Regards, led my 
Thon ghts to the Sub cet before us. I cannot 
ich that your eterdus Coofilerarion of 
"way" ve me” Reaſon to Hope, t ye are. 


not the" Hearers of the Word only, 80 | Irs 
by 'D 0 


place, unleſs the Neceſſitouſneſs of the diſtin- 


Papen by Degrees, ſo as to haye the Num- 


241 


of the ſame. The Caſe is that of the Chari- 


ty-School, diſtinguiſhed by the Character of 


Gravel. Laue, Southwark. 


Its Hiſtory, as it comes to me, 1 mal lay 
before. you in 4 few Words. 


The Foundation of this School was laid in 
che Vear 1687, a critical Time; one in which 
we ſhould have been forward to purchaſe the 
iran we now enjoy, almoſt at any Ex- 
pence. This fixes its Original further back, than 


any other among us can pretend to, It Was o- 


pened with a Proviſion made for the Educa- 
592 of Ja Wu but through the Bleſ- 


its firſt Settlement, theſe were © to be = to 


Read, Write, Cypher, and inſtructed in the 
Aſemblies Catechiſm, which ancient Orders are 
faithfully obſerved, I own, I am ſorry that 
Book ſhould fo far fink in its Reputation, in an 
Age which boaſts greatly of free Enquiry, 
and growing light; nor can I ſee any Incon- 
ſiftency between our maintaining the moſt ſa- 
cred Regard to the Bible, as the alone Han- 
dard and Rule of Faith, and our eſteeming this 
highly in its Place, as an excellent N 
of Chriſtian Doftrine. 

From 1 000 firſt ring out, their Principles 


were Catholick, no party y Diſtinctions taking 


guiſhed Object may be termed ſo, This School 


bers 


TH 
ber Nach fs it, Well to an Puligred.” And 
like the morning Light, which ſhines ſtill more 
and more, they under whoſe Dire&ion and 
Condoct this Aﬀait hath been, have been ena- 
bled to erect a ſecond School, as a fort of N urſery 
for the firſt. This entertains twenty Children 
more, of tenderer Years. Subſcriptions though 
precarions Things, two yearly Collections, and 
now and then a Legacy, have hitherto. ſup- 
ported the Charge, which cannot be ſmall, e- 
ſpecially when I add the giving Bibles, Teſta- 
ments, and Catechiſms, as Articles in their 
yearly Expence. Several have from hence been 
helped into the World, who probably would 
not have been able to make their own Way: 
And there are others daily ripening for publick 
Life, as Maſters, and Trades agreeable ſhall 
be found for them. 'Stich an Undertaking, you 
will allow, is not to be profecuted but with Dif- 
_ ficulty, with certain, and very large Coſt. Our 
Circumſtances in Life are floating and unſettled; 
what is leſs ſure than Life itſelf? We are this 
Day entered apon a newYear, but who of us can 
fay, that this may not prove his laſt? and that 
this Year he ſhall die? The Managers. are nei- 
ther tired of their Weight, nor finking under 
it; yet wiſely look about them, that their 
Hands may be ſtrengthened, by their finding 
others like-minded; therefore by me, they do 
requeſt your Aſſiſtance. 3 

Does not the Caſe ſpeak for itſelf? if the 


Repreſentation already given, recommend it 


pot, it is hardly in my Power to help it: 1 
D 2 hope 


ur 


8 

edneſs, 

Blefle 

by. 

G N Ut; 
| he, lightly 
off to 4 more convenient Seaton, that Scaſon 


may never come. Ie b 4 opperty- 
1. end loud Call. to the 
Sight 
Seed 


help ta the turning 
of his Ways, ſavin 
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We your [5 1 And to de- 
00 attempti 1 well, as you! can, 
1 leaye oo e Res m m tor; Ew ns 


nne ＋ $201 al. 7 
have ating more thatT ſhall offer to you 
ziſtians; but ſuffer:me to drop a few. whol- 
me Adyices to thels, little Ones, whoſe Cauſe 
hays been en pleading, that I may do my Duty 
ic chem, as I traſt, I haye done to you. 1 

would teach them as they, are able to bear. 

+; Your Circumſtances, Children, as needing 
the WV of, Strangers, tojgive you theſe 
Helps 0a 5 getting yqur Bread, ſhould hum. 
e Fou, Ne this frame of; Mind; 
ighly pleaſing 0 Cod, and promifing of hi 
Pride becomes, none; but let me tell 
ou, it is eſpecially unſcemly in ſuch as you 
hen this Vice begins to work in your tender 
Mop , oppoſe it by the Remembrance of that 
ondition, which at preſent however, the 
1 wie God ſees. beſt for you. God gives 
Grace to the Humble, will teach the Merk his 
Wa ys, but {ces the Proud afar off, and reſiſts him, 
That God ſhould put it into the Hearts of 
ſo many, thus to befriend you, ſhould make 
u thankful ; thankful to God, in the firſt 
0h who has all, Mens Hearts in his Hands, 
and turns them at his: Pleaſure, like the Rivers 
of Water. What a good God is this, who has 
taken you up, when F ather, or Mother, ot of 
both have ſorſaken you? or were incapable, in 
this Point, of 5. Jo! How many others, 


every way as neceſſitous, and as deſerving, are 


bred 


10 


958 "Iv? 
bred in Ignorance? are Vagrants? God has 
| cared! 1 0 And while be has 1 5 and 
choiceſt Praiſes, beware bf Ing it to thoſe 
who arc Goo: 8 Rr for ſo much ood 
to %. 
— Reha ve gl dbb Tempers, vows them 
who haye more 40 Hatcly the Care of your 
er thus y f profiting will ſoonet ap- 
Mind yi our Be ks with Diligence; but 
con all Hah mind your Souls All that! 
be welcome, Who are willing to come to Chriſt, 
but ſuch as ſeek him early, thall be ſure to find 
him. ' Flee youthful Lu „and follow Righte- 
ouſneſs; avoid evil Companions, as you would 
ſhun the Plague; make Conſelence of ſpend- 
ing your common Time, but eſpecially of fan- 
ctify ing the Lord's Day. Think, that as young 
as you ate, you are ol enough. to die: and that 
after Death is the Judgment. Begin in the 
Dawning of Life, with'an Eye to Eternity. 'The 
more theſe Thoughts poſſeſs you, you will find 
their happy Effect and Influence upon reftrain- 
ing you from preſumptuons Sins, cleanſing you 
from ſecret Faults, putting you upon your Du- 
ty, and quickening you in it: learn, pray, 
converſe, as dying Creatures ; if fuch a Mind 
be in you, it is a moſt kindly Token. He that 
Has given you Hearts to love, fear, and chooſe 
him, is a Friend that will never forſake you ; ; 
he will rejoice over you to do you Good; will 
give you Grace and Glory, and with-hold no 
needful good Thing from you. May the Lord 
| 5 852 theſe 2 upon the fleſhly Tables 


'of 


* 


of your Hearts * 3 pp asa Nail in 4 
furs Place, faſtened by the Hand of the great 
Maſter of Aﬀemblies. Thus, if you live, you 
will live to the Lord; when you die, will die to 
the Lord; and whether 0 live, or die, wall 
be the Lords. 

Nor will it be im FLSA before I cindy 25 
to ſubjoin a Word two, to the Maſter and M- 
ſtreſs of theſe Schools. | 

My Friends, ye have a great Truft commit- 
ted to you, ſee that ye fulfil it. Take what 
Opportunities offer, for inſtilling good Princi- 
ples into. your tender Charge, and giving them 
a right Turn as to the beſt Things: They are 
ſuſceptible of good Impreſſions, ſooner it may 
be than ye imagine. If ye would inſinuate 
yourſelves into their Hearts, do not rule over 

them with Rigout: It is much better they 
ſhould be kept in due Subjection to your Au- 
thority, from Love, than through Fear. Be 
yourſelves Examples to them of a ſerious 
Spirit, and of a circumſpect godly Life. 
Shew them the Practicableneſs of Religion, by 
going before them in it. Continue to pray for 
them, as well as with them; thus ye may find 
your Work in all the other Branches of i it, go- 

ing on with more Eaſe and Succels ; and that 
many who at preſent promiſe little, may here- 
after riſe up, and call you blefſed. Neyer 


forget, that beſides the Eye of the Managers, 2 4 3 


ye have the Eye of God upon you; that your ; 


Fidelity will be pleaſing to him, and your ; 


N (egligence reſented as a Crime. May the 
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God. of Heaven, 7 


ſmile gen ute Aab ne Fay 8 Ts 
he make you, and the Children under your 
Inſpe&tion,. mutual Comforts to esel other 
May both. of you find Mercy of the Lord in 
that Day, when Mercy ſhall be the moſt:need- 
and moſt valued. Better Bleſſings than 
theſe I cannot wiſh for, nor can A 8 ourſelyes 
deſire. 2100192 1 to Yell 


